
 
 
 
 

DEEZER AND PRS FOR MUSIC FOUNDATION ANNOUNCE JAWS AS THE 
WINNER OF FIRST MOMENTUM DEEZER AWARD 
 
EMBARGOED UNTIL 9AM 27TH FEBRUARY 2014 
 
Today, PRS for Music Foundation and Deezer, Momentum Music Fund’s official 
digital music partner, announces Birmingham band JAWS as the winner of the first 
Momentum Deezer Award of £2,500. 
 
In addition to their Award, Deezer will provide promotional support for JAWS’s 
Momentum funded debut album, due for release later this year. The first single from 
the album will premiere exclusively on Deezer on the 6th March for seven days, until 
the official release date.  
 
Managed by PRS for Music Foundation, Momentum’s two-year programme awards 
grants of £5,000-£15,000 using funding from the National Lottery through Arts 
Council England. Recently funded artists include Andreya Triana, Bear’s Den, 
Thumpers, Darkstar and Lonely the Brave.For a full rundown of artists supported so 
far see: www.prsformusicfoundation.com/Funding/Momentum-Music-
Fund/Momentum-Artists/.  
 
All artists who receive Momentum funding have the opportunity of winning the £2,500 
Momentum Deezer Award on top of their grant. JAWS will take home the first 
Momentum Deezer Award, which encourages fans and subscribers to help their 
favourite acts gain streams through the Momentum Deezer app, with those boasting 
the highest number of plays receiving the extra funding. The Momentum Deezer 
Award will be handed out four times over two years. 
 
Mark Foster, Managing Director of Deezer UK & Ireland, who is passionate about 
giving a platform to view exciting artists, said: 
“We're thrilled to present the Momentum Deezer Award to JAWS. It’s great to see 
how Arts Council England, PRS for Music Foundation and Deezer can work towards 
championing new music talent and provide a platform for the artists through digital 
opportunities. We are big supporters of JAWS, and it is great to be able to use the 
Momentum Deezer app to help them connect with new fans, and help fans discover 
them so they can further grow their fan base, as well as secure extra opportunities 
which Deezer can offer to promote their new single.” 
 
Alongside the Award, the Momentum Deezer app was launched in December 2013, 
marking a significant development in the promotion of the fund and its supported 
artists. An advocate for new music talent, the Momentum Deezer app gives a 
platform to promising artists, making their music available to five million subscribers 
on and offline. 
 
The Momentum Deezer App - available on the Deezer web service and mobile apps 
(iOS and Android) via the App Studio - encourages music fans to find out more about 
the fund’s supported artists through biographies, exclusive interviews and links to 
listen to and share music: www.deezer.com/app/momentum-music-fund. The app 
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gives music lovers an accessible way to discover the best new music talent and 
exclusive content about Momentum’s alumni.  
 

On discovering they had won the award, Connor Schofield, lead singer of JAWS, 
said: 
"We're really excited to be putting our debut record out later this year, writing it and 
recording it was a great experience and we can't wait for people to hear it. A huge 
thanks to PRS for Music Foundation, Arts Council England and Deezer for their 
support!" 
 
Vanessa Reed, Executive Director of PRS for Music Foundation said: 
“We work hard to get funding to the UK’s bright, young talent, and we are delighted 
that our partnership with Deezer is enabling us to offer extra awards and promotional 
opportunities to the artists we've funded through our Momentum Music Fund. We're 
proud that JAWS have demonstrated not just their talent but also their tenacity and 
ambition, using the Momentum Deezer app to significantly increase their digital 
audience, and so receive the first Momentum Deezer Award of £2500 – a real 
success story springing from Arts Council England, PRS for Music Foundation’s and 
Deezer’s commitment to artist development.” 
 
Alan Davey, Chief Executive, Arts Council England, said:  
“The Arts Council are proud partners in the Momentum Music Fund and congratulate 
JAWS on being the first recipients of the first Momentum Deezer Award. It is 
imperative that emerging talent is given the chance to develop and these awards 
demonstrate the importance and necessity of utilising digital technology to 
accomplish this. It is fantastic that Deezer have been able to come on board as part 
of the Momentum Music fund partnership and to offer the artists not just additional 
funding, but the opportunity to increase their online audiences.” 
 
Further details about the Deezer Award can be found at 
www.prsformusicfoundation.com/Funding/Momentum-Music-Fund/Momentum-Deezer-App/ 
and www.deezer.com/app/momentum-music-fund. 
 
For more information contact: 
Sarah Thirtle for PRS for Music Foundation and Momentum press enquiries: 
sarah@prsformusicfoundation.com 
Beatrice Chew for Deezer enquiries: bea@itsprettygreen.com  
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JAWS 
JAWS are a fresh young band hailing from the currently buzzing Birmingham music scene, 
with Connor Schofield on vocals/keyboard/guitar, Eddy Geach on drums, Jake Cooper on 
bass and Alex Hudson on Guitar, they met while studying at Halesowen College. Their 
influences include Beach Fossils, New Order, The Cure and Joy Division 
 
Forming the band at the end of February 2012, they attracted attention when demo track 
‘Cameron’ hit over 1000 plays on Soundcloud in its first week. This lead to the band scoring 
shows at the renowned Camden Barfly and at local venues with bands such as Swim Deep 
and Bleached (USA).  
 
In April 2012 JAWS self released a 3 track demo CD featuring the songs ‘Cameron’, ‘Holy 
Cat’ and ‘Daze’ which have all become hits live. The demo clocked up over 10,000 plays on 
Soundcloud in less than two months and is now sold out.  



 
Their track ‘Holy Cat’ was featured in the June issue of Clash Magazine as an “essential song 
this month”. JAWS have also featured in the local Brum Notes magazine as well as being 
pegged as ones to watch in The Fly and an upcoming feature in the Buzz Chart in NME 
Magazine.  
 
Ending 2012 on a high note with the success of their singles ‘Toucan Surf’ and ‘Surround 
You’ accompanied by a flurry of praises for their lush garage pop, the young Birmingham four 
piece JAWS entered the year with four sold out shows across the UK with fellow B-towners 
Swim Deep and a packed headline show at London’s Old Blue Last. 
 
April 2013 marked the release of their first EP, ‘Milkshake’, to many accolades and an 
excitedly growing live fan base. The band have, at this point seen their songs appear on the 
unlikely cross-section from Made In Chelsea to Match Of The Day and had also licensed their 
music to the forthcoming Ubisoft video game - Rocksmith 2014. 2013 also saw the band 
playing at a number of major UK festivals, namely Camp Bestival, Reading & Leeds, and 
rounding up the festival season in style at Bestival. 
 
“Their sun-drenched surf-pop shines with the blissfully laidback indulgence of youth” NME 
“JAWS juxtapose beautifully melodic lo-fi hooks with introspective down-and-out lyrics”’ 
CLASH 
www.jawsjawsjaws.co.uk 
 
About PRS for Music Foundation 
PRS for Music Foundation is the UK's leading funder of new music across all genres. Since 
2000 PRS for Music Foundation has given more than £19 million to over 4500 new music 
initiatives by awarding grants and leading partnership programmes that support music sector 
development. Widely respected as an adventurous and proactive funding body, PRS for 
Music Foundation supports an exceptional range of new music activity - including a music 
export scheme run in partnership with UK Trade & Investment, Arts Council England, British 
Underground and Musicians Union, for bands attending showcases overseas. 
www.prsformusicfoundation.com 
 
About Arts Council England 
Arts Council England champions, develops and invests in artistic and cultural experiences 
that enrich people’s lives. We support a range of activities across the arts, museums and 
libraries – from theatre to digital art, reading to dance, music to literature, and crafts to 
collections. Great art and culture inspires us, brings us together and teaches us about 
ourselves and the world around us. In short, it makes life better. Between 2010 and 2015, we 
will invest £1.9 billion of public money from government and an estimated £1.1 billion from the 
National Lottery to help create these experiences for as many people as possible across the 
country. 
www.artscouncil.org.uk 
 
About Deezer  
Deezer delivers an exciting, broad and truly global music experience to more than 12 million 
monthly active users across more than 180 countries.  With 5 million paid subscribers and 
more than 100 million shareable playlists, Deezer allows fans to enjoy music unconstrained 
by any of the barriers of the past, providing unlimited access to a catalogue of 30 million 
tracks, instantly available on any device - PC, laptop, tablet, smartphone, wireless home 
speakers, in-car audio, smart TVs and Xbox.  Deezer’s mantra is music discovery, helping 
fans rediscover the joy of finding and sharing fantastic new music through specially selected 
editorial recommendations for every single market in which it is present.  With an international 
partnership with Facebook and strategic telecoms partnerships with Orange, Everything 
Everywhere and Telenor, amongst many others, Deezer is committed to bringing music to 
new audiences worldwide. 
www.deezer.com 


