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PRS for Music Foundation and UK Music join forces to support promising 

new artist Vanessa Murray, as part of the Rehearsal Spaces scheme and 

Rock the House. 

 

Last night (26th June 2013) saw a gathering of MPs – including Secretary of State 

for Culture, Media and Sport Maria Miller – and representatives from the music 

industry at the House of Commons to celebrate the awarding of £2000 to young 

singer songwriter Vanessa Murray from Liverpool. 

 

Vanessa was selected from some of the best new artists from all over the country 

to receive the award via the UK Music and DCMS Rehearsal Spaces scheme. The 

award was also part of the Parliamentary live music and venue competition Rock 

the House, an initiative set up by Mike Weatherley MP. 

 

Vanessa Murray was selected to be the first ever winner of the Rehearsal Spaces 

award by a panel of eminent music industry experts because it was felt that her 

songwriting showed maturity, potential, and exceptional skill, even though she 

has only recently turned 18.  

 

Following speeches from Jo Dipple (UK Music Chief Executive), Don Foster MP, 

and Steve Rotherham MP, from Vanessa Murray’s home town constituency, she 

was handed a cheque by Vanessa Reed, Executive Director of PRS for Music 

Foundation. 

 

Vanessa Reed said: 

“We are thrilled to celebrate PRS for Music Foundation’s ongoing collaboration 

with UK Music and the complementary roles our organisations play within the 

music industry by giving this award to Vanessa Murray who uses the UK Music 

rehearsal space in Liverpool. As with many of our other artist development funds, 

I'm sure that this grant will help Vanessa to take her career to the next level and 

I look forward to the release of her new EP which she  is making with the help of 

our award.” 

 

Jo Dipple said: 

“Vanessa Murray has only been gigging solo for a couple of years around 

Liverpool, but watching her playing guitar and singing it's hard to think she is still 

a teenager taking the first steps of what I think will be a big career in music.  

Well done Vanessa and also a big thank you to Mike Weatherley and Rock the 

House for giving these young artists this opportunity." 

 

www.facebook.com/VanessaMurrayMusic 

 

For more information contact –  

Sarah Thirtle sarah@prsformusicfoundation.com 

Dot Levine dot.levine@ukmusic.org 
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Notes for Editors 

 

PRS for Music Foundation 

PRS for Music Foundation is the UK's leading funder of new music across all 

genres.  Since 2000 PRS for Music Foundation has given more than £14 million to 

over 4,250 new music initiatives by awarding grants and leading partnership 

programmes that support music sector development. Widely respected as an 

adventurous and proactive funding body, PRS for Music Foundation supports an 

exceptional range of new music activity – from composer residencies and 

commissions to festivals and showcases in the UK and overseas. 

www.prsformusicfoundation.com 

 

UK Music 

UK Music is the umbrella organisation which represents the collective interests of 

the UK’s commercial music industry - from artists, musicians, songwriters and 

composers, to record labels, music managers, music publishers, studio producers 

and music licensing organisations. The members of UK Music are: AIM, BASCA, 

BPI, MMF, MPA, MPG, MU, PPL and PRS for Music. 

www.ukmusic.org 

 

 

  


