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PRS FOR MUSIC FOUNDATION HELPS OUTSTANDING ARTISTS TO SHOW-

CASE AT SOUTH BY SOUTH WEST (SXSW) 2014 

 

• 19 hotly-tipped artists receive funding to travel and perform at SXSW 
 

• British Music Abroad programme re-named as International Show-

case Fund by partners PRS for Music Foundation, Arts Council Eng-

land, UK Trade & Investment (UKTI), British Underground and Musi-

cian’s Union 

 

PRS for Music Foundation is delighted to reveal the talented artists to be funded 
through the International Showcase Fund – their music export programme, for-

merly known as British Music Abroad – for this year’s SXSW music festival and 

conference in Austin, Texas (March 11th-16th). They are: 

 

Alex Vargas, Anushka, Bo Ningen, Cloud Boat, Forest Swords, Glass Ani-

mals, Kins, Petite Noir, PINS, Psychemagik, Slaves, SOPHIE, Teeth of the 

Sea, Fat White Family, The Heatwave, The Wytches, To Kill a King, Wolf 
Alice and Woman’s Hour. 

 

The 19 artists, all invited to perform official SXSW showcases, were selected by 

panel of independent music industry advisors. The final list was chosen on the 

basis of musical talent and strength of business case for showcasing at what is 

one of the largest and most influential new talent marketplaces. It is estimated 
that more than 2,000 acts representing 55 countries will perform at this year’s 
festival. 

 

By renaming the scheme as the International Showcase Fund, PRS for Music 

Foundation and the Fund’s partners - UKTI, Arts Council England, British Under-

ground and the Musicians’ Union - are making clear their focus on industry facing 

showcases where “export ready” artists can make crucial first steps into new in-

ternational markets.  The partners’ combined knowledge of the emerging artist 

scene, coupled with their wider network of music industry advisors, has meant, 



 
 
 
 
 

 

again, that the acts with the greatest international potential have been selected 

to showcase their music in the right place and at the right time in their career. 

 

Since 2006, 82% of the 355 artists supported by this scheme reported that they 

secured new deals or bookings as a direct result of their funding. 

 

Aside from SXSW, the International Showcase Fund has supported homegrown 

artists to showcase at 32 different festivals and conferences worldwide, including 

Eurosonic, MIDEM, Miami Winter Music conference, CMJ, Canadian Music Week, 

WOMEX, Tallinn Music Week, MusExpo and Music Matters (Singapore). 

 
The Fund’s alumni include Mercury Music Prize nominees Eliza Carthy, Sway, Eve-

rything Everything, Sam Lee, Django Django and Bat for Lashes. 

 
Laura Whitticase, PRS for Music Foundation’s Industry and Export Fund 

Manager, said: 
“PRS for Music Foundation is incredibly proud to be the ‘go to’  funder for the best 
new talent, and to be supporting these fantastic artists. The panel agreed that 

they all have great potential to boost their career trajectories and secure new in-

ternational deals following their showcase appearances, repeating the successful 
outcomes of artists we've funded previously for SXSW.”  
 

The Wytches said: 
“ Funding from the PRS for Music Foundation's International Showcase Fund has 
given us such an incredible opportunity to travel to Austin, Texas to perform at 
SXSW in 2014. The trip wouldn't have been possible without the grant.”  
 

Cloud Boat said: 
“We hope the U.S. will grow to be a strong market for us and getting over there 
to play live is the first of many small steps in that direction. We know how com-
petitive the funding scheme is and are very grateful for this vote of confidence.”  
 

PINS said: 

"We are so happy to have been selected to receive funding so that we can play 

SXSW.  It is a real honour for us to have been asked to play the festival in the 

first place, and we are so grateful to the International Showcase Fund for helping 

us out financially.  We intend to play as many shows as we can whilst we are out 

there and really make the most of the experience." 

 

Woman’’’’s Hour said: 

"Playing at SXSW will mark the beginning of our first tour in the US, so as a band 

it represents a pivotal moment for us which wouldn't have been possible without 

the generous funding we received. Needless to say, we're very excited." 

 

For press enquiries please contact sarah@prsformusicfoundation.com. 

 
– ENDS – 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

PRS for Music Foundation 

PRS for Music Foundation is the UK's leading charitable funder of new music 
across all genres.  Since 2000 PRS for Music Foundation has given more than £19 
million to over 4,500 new music initiatives by awarding grants and leading part-

nership programmes that support music sector development. Widely respected as 

an adventurous and proactive funding body, PRS for Music Foundation supports 
an exceptional range of new music activity – from composer residencies and 

commissions to festivals and showcases in the UK and overseas.  

www.prsformusicfoundation.com 

 

UK Trade & Investment 

UK Trade & Investment works with UK-based businesses to ensure their success 

in international markets, and encourage the best overseas companies to look to 

the UK as their global partner of choice. 

www.ukti.gov.uk 

 

British Underground 

British Underground is a music development agency and Arts Council England 

NPO supporting music makers and their networks at international showcases, 

conventions and industry events. 

www.britishunderground.net 

 

Arts Council England 

The Arts Council champions, develops and invests in artistic and cultural expe-
riences that enrich people’s lives. We support a range of activities across the arts, 

museums and libraries – from theatre to digital art, reading to dance, music to 

literature, and crafts to collections. Great art and culture inspires us, brings us 

together and teaches us about ourselves and the world around us. In short, it 
makes life better. Between 2011 and 2015, we will invest £1.4 billion of public 
money from government and an estimated £1 billion from the National Lottery to 

help create these experiences for as many people as possible across the country. 

www.artscouncil.org.uk 

 
Musicians’  Union 

The Musicians’  Union is a globally-respected organisation which represents over 
30,000 musicians working in all sectors of the music business. As well as nego-

tiating on behalf of musicians with all the major employers in the industry, the 

MU offers a range of services tailored for the self-employed by providing assis-

tance for professional and student musicians of all ages. 

www.musiciansunion.org.uk 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 

 

THE ARTISTS 

 

Alex Vargas (London) 

Alex Vargas has enjoyed two sell out headline tours, a top 30 album as well as 

performances at Glastonbury, T in the Park and V Festivals. He is cited by The 

Guardian as "one of the most impressive white soul voices since Steve Winwood 

and Robert Palmer". 

www.alexvargas.com 

 

Anushka (Brighton) 

Exploding onto the UK’s effervescent dance music underground is Anushka – a 

duo made up of producer Max Wheeler and singer/songwriter Victoria Port. 

www.facebook.com/AnushkaUK 

 

Bo Ningen (London, Stolen Recordings) 

Originally from  Japan, they met and formed in London. Signing to Stolen Record-

ings in 2008, they've built up a reputation as one of the UK's best live acts re-

leasing two albums to critical acclaim. 

www.boningen.info 

 

Cloud Boat (London) 

An experimental electronic duo influenced by the UK bass scene, that gave us 

James Blake and Mount Kimbie (with whom they have both toured extensively), 

as well as folk and post-rock. 

www.cloudboat.co.uk 

 

Forest Swords (Liverpool) 

Forest Swords is an electronic producer and composer who has been active for 4 

years. His 2010 debut EP was FACT Magazine's #1 album of the year, called "one 

of 2010's finest underground records" by NME, and was chosen as a 'Hidden Gem 

of 2010' in The Guardian. 

www.forestswords.tumblr.com 

 

Glass Animals (Oxfordshire) 

Glass Animals are the first signing to Paul Epworth's Wolf Tone label, playing  

indie-electronic, by way of RnB. 

www.glass-animals.tumblr.com 

 

Kins (Brighton) 

Kins are a guitar-pop quartet who specialise in the sound of doubt, detachment 

and muted aggression. 

www.hellokins.com 

 

Petite Noir (London, Domino Records) 

It's been an extremely exciting year for the 22 year old half-Congolese, half-

Angolan solo artist Yannick Ilunga, aka Petite Noir. First of all his debut single 'Till 

We Ghosts' blew up, finding big support from The Guardian, Dazed & Confused, 

BBC Radio 1 & Clash, whilst his second release 'Disappear' became a blog sensa-

tion, featuring on Pitchfork amongst many others. 

www.facebook.com/petitenoir1 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

PINS (Manchester, Bella Union) 

PINS play breathless, monochrome, guitar pop, and their debut album Girls Like 

Us won rapturous reviews upon release in September 2013. Since then PINS have 

toured extensively through the UK and have reached out into Europe playing at 

Fleche D'Or in Paris, Beursschouwburg in Belgium and Nox Orae Festival in Swit-

zerland to name a few. 

www.wearepins.co.uk 

 

Psychemagik (Kent) 

Psychemagik have already been championed by Pete Tong, Skream and Rob Da 

Bank on BBC Radio 1, Nemone on BBC 6 Music and played on London’s Capital 

Xtra, America’s KCRW, XPN and Kiss FM Australia. A weapon of psychedelically 

charged, electro-tinged, epic proportions. Mellotron strings, spooky keys and 

chords, and grinding distorted bass. 

www.psychemagik.com 

 

Slaves (Kent) 

Slaves are a punk band like no other. Isaac stands up in-front of his drums; 

there’s no kick drum, just snare, two cymbals and floor tom. He replaces the thud 

of the kick by battering on the floor tom, propelling the sound forward with tribal 

rhythms and a seething vocal attack whilst beside him Laurie peels off wave-

upon-wave of brittle post-punk guitar noise. Slaves are fast, noisy, aggressive 

and real. 

www.facebook.com/slavesuk 

 

SOPHIE 

“Plastic. Synthetic. Whatever you’re feeling. I can make you feel better.” 

 

Teeth of the Sea (London, Rocket Recordings) 

Taking inspiration from sources as disparate as the 70s French prog of Heldon, 

the soundtracks of Angelo Badalamenti, the analogue experimentation of Keith 

Fullerton Whitman and the psych-punk vortex of Chrome, they marry searing 

electronics, torrential riffage and cinematic atmospherics, in the process mapping 

out a mind-melting path between the garage and the cosmos. 

www.teethofthesea.bandcamp.com 

 

Fat White Family (London) 

The band summons up the feral electric skronk blues of The Magic Band and The 

Birthday Party, the proto-punk pummelling of The Monks and The Modern Lovers 

and the twisted folk of Charles Manson and The Country Teasers. 

www.fatwhitefamily.bandcamp.com 

 

The Heatwave (London) 

Formidable dancehall-force, The Heatwave have been providing the UK's bash-

ment soundtrack for the past 10 years. Since 2010, regular bashment night Hot 

Wuk has become a 'go-to fixture' on the clubbing calendar. 

www.theheatwave.co.uk 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 

 

The Wytches (Brighton, Heavenly) 

Formed in 2012 after moving to Brighton from Peterborough, the surf/doom 

three-piece comprise of guitar/organ/lead vocalist Kristian, semi-professional 

poker playing drummer Gianni, and fiercely eloquent bassist Dan, who is current-

ly writing an adventure novel by the name of The Curious Adventures of Charlie 

Revel. 

www.thewytches.com 

 

To Kill a King (London) 

To Kill A King were main support to Bastille on their March and October 2013 UK 

tour as well as November’s European Tour. They have also supported The Flam-

ing Lips and Bastille at the Brighton Dome, and Dog Is Dead on their April 2013 

tour. 

www.tokillaking.co.uk 

 

Wolf Alice (London) 

2014 has already seen Wolf Alice named one of iTunes' 'Artists For 2014' as well 

as being touted by the likes of NME (Young Britannia - Future Of British Music ), 

XFM (Great X-pectations) and Hype Machine (Ones To Watch) as one of the hot-

test prospects of the year ahead. 

www.facebook.com/wolfalicemusic 

 

Woman’s Hour (London, Secretly Canadian) 

A four-piece band originating from the Lakes, entwine carefully layered atmos-

pheric melodies with ethereal vocals, resulting in a natural sound that comes 

across as almost effortless. 

www.womanshour.co.uk 

 


